ARCHAEOLOGICAL   M U S E U M S                           22J

directly to him, and Ms Interest in them lasted long after he left
India; In 1924 and 1926 he made gifts to the Agra and Delhi
museums.

It Is still the policy of the Government of India to keep the
antiquities recovered by excavation which cannot be preserved in
situ in close association with the remains to which they belong.
Local museums are maintained at Taxila, Mohenjo-Daro, Harappa,
Sarnath, Nalanda and Pagan. The administrations of the Bhopal
and Mayurbhanj States have followed this practice and have
established similar museums at the excavated sites of Sanchi
and Khiching. Although the population at most of these sites Is
scanty, the maintenance of these museums is entirely justified; for,
If the student is to visualize aright the conditions of life in ancient
India and Infuse life and colour Into the picture, he must see these
antiquities against the background of the remains yielding them.
Moreover, the display of these antiquities In appropriate buildings,
well labelled and logically arranged, cannot fail to inspire the visitor
with respect for both the exhibits and the monuments whence they
emanate.

The most striking result of the operations of the reorganized
Survey has naturally been the creation of the departmental museums
In which are exhibited the antiquities recovered by excavation, but
the effect of its general activities on the provincial and other
museums has been hardly less Important. Within a year of his
appointment Sir John Marshall, recognizing the need for a closer
connection between the Survey and the archaeological collections In
the existing museums, suggested to the Government of India the
desirability of associating the Archaeological Superintendents with
the administration of the antiquarian sections of the chief pro-
vincial museums in their respective Circles; and the results of this
connection, which still exists in some provinces, were far-reaching.